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S Seeking Life’s Bare (Genetic) Necessities

o COLD SPRING HARBOR, NEW YORK—  “are not all that far apart, " especially in
How many genes does an [GESMISI negd to - comparison to the 75,000 genes in Ilu hu-

/ survive! Last week at the genome meeting .
ore, ™ two genome researchers with radically
ferent approaches presented complemen-

ane, nnlu\l\ \nJu\ml

life 0.02 tary views of the basic genes needed for life;
evolve 0.01 One research ukun. using computer ;m{l\l num
SES [0 compare Known genonmes, concluded more g 1es are o
°"5é"1 sm 0.61 that today's GEGANSIS can be sustained with  sequenced. *It may be a way of organizime
o just 250 genes, and that the earliest life forms  any newly sequenced genome,” explains
required a mere 128 genes. The o Arcady Mushegian, a co mputation: 1| mo
other researcher mapped genes / B\ luu] \w lm»lnum at th )
in a simple parasite and esti D

mated that for this organism,
800 genes are plenty to do the I\
job—but that anything short \
of 100 wouldn't be enough.
Although the numbers don't
match precisely, those predictions

AURPTED FROM NCBI

469 ganes /.-‘“‘ NN
* Genome Mapping and Sequenc- »——//
ing. Cold Spring Harbor, New York, Stripping down. Computer analysis yields an esti-
May 8 to 12. mate of the minimum modern and ancient genomes.

data 0.02
number  0.02
computer 0.01

\/
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